Chapter  Seven 


Treating  Non-Muslims  with 
Piety  and  Excellence 
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i.  4(0  Glorious  Messenger !)  Invite  towards  the  path  of 
your  Lord  with  wisdom  and  refined  exhortation  and  (also) 
argue  with  them  in  a most  decent  manner.  Surely , your 
Lord  knows  well  the  one  who  strayed  away  from  His  path, 
and  He  also  knows  well  the  rightly  guided.?* 1 
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z.  4 And,  (O  believers,)  do  not  argue  with  the  People  of 
the  Book  but  in  a suitable  and  decent  way,  except  those  of 
them  who  did  injustice.  And  say  (to  them):  “ We  believe  in 
that  (Book)  ivhich  has  been  revealed  to  us  and  which  was 
sent  down  to  you,  and  our  God  and  your  God  is  but  One 
and  we  obey  Him  alone.”'?z 


Hadith 
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1 Qur’an  16:125. 

1 Ibid.,  29:46. 
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69/1.  Asma:,  daughter  of  Abu  Bakr  narrated: 

“My  mother  came  to  me  during  the  period  of  Allah’s  Messenger 
when  she  was  still  a polytheist.  I asked  about  the  ruling  from 
Allah’s  Messenger  jgl:  ‘She  desires  (a  gift  from  me);  shall  I keep  kinship 
with  her?’  He  said:  ‘Yes,  keep  good  relations  with  your  (polytheist) 
mother.”’1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhari  and  Muslim. 


llU ijfe.  C ojS  :JU fcjfk<u>l  .T  /V* 

• p-db  1^1 : ! (j j 0 jlL>-  tjll  t4ii  J j Ij  : Llii 


»T"  t'-> 
.4~Le-  JpC« 


70/2.  Jabir  b.  ‘Abd  Allah  ^ related: 

“A  funeral  procession  passed  in  front  of  us  and  the  Prophet  0 
stood  up  and  we  too  stood  up.”  We  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah  £, 
this  is  the  funeral  procession  of  a Jew!’  He  said:  ‘If  you  catch  sight  of 
the  bier  (the  funeral  procession),  you  must  stand  up.’”1 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth : Kitab  al-hiba  wa  fadlu-ha  [The  Book 
of  Gifts  and  their  Excellence],  chapter:  “Gifts  to  idolaters,”  2:924  §2477  and 
in  Kitab  al-Jizya  [The  Book  of  Annual  Security  Tax  for  non-Muslims],  chapter: 
The  sin  committed  by  someone  who  promises  and  then  betrays,  3:1162  §3012. 
•Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  book  of  the  Alms-due],  chapter: 

The  excellence  of  spending  on  and  giving  alms  to  relatives,  to  spouse,  to 
children,  and  parents  even  if  they  are  polytheists,”  2:696  §1003.  «Ahmad  b. 

anbal  in  al-Musttad,  6:347  §26985.  »Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  al- 
Zakat  [The  book  of  the  Alms-due],  chapter:  “Bestowing  charity  upon  the 
non-Muslim  citizens  of  a Muslim  country,”  2:127  §1668.  •al-Jabarani  in  al- 
Mucjam  al-kabtr,  24:78  §203.  »‘Abd  al-Razzaqin  al-Musannaf,  6:38  §9932. 

Set  forth  by  ‘al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  al-lana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral 
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Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhan  and  Muslim. 
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71/3.  cAbd  al-Rahman  b.  Abl  Layla  ^ related: 

“Sahl  b.  unayf  and  Qays  b.  Sacd  & were  sitting  in  the  city  of 
al-Qadislyya.  A funeral  procession  passed  in  front  of  them  and  they 
both  stood  up.  They  were  told  that  the  funeral  procession  was  of  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  (i.e.,  of  a non-believer).  They  both  said: 
‘(Once)  a funeral  procession  passed  in  front  of  the  Prophet  0 and  he 
stood  up.  When  he  was  told  that  it  was  the  funeral  of  a Jew,  he  said: 
‘Is  it  not  a soul?’”* 1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 

Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone  standing  up  for  a Jewish  funeral  procession,” 
1:441  §1249.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-]ana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral 
Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone  standing  up  for  a funeral  procession,”  2:660 
§960.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:319  §14467.  •al-Nasal  in  al- 
Siinan : Kitab  al-Jana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral  Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone 
standing  up  for  the  funeral  procession  of  the  people  who  associate  partners 
with  Allah,”  4:45  §1922  and  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 1:626  §2049. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth : Kitab  al-Jana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral 
Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone  standing  up  for  a Jewish  funeral  procession,” 
1:441  §1250.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahfh : Kitab  al-Jana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral 
Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone  getting  to  his  feet  for  a funeral  procession,” 
2:661  §961.  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 6:6  §23893.  •al-NasaT  in  al- 
Sunan:  Kitab  al-Jana'iz  [The  Book  of  Funeral  Ceremonies],  chapter:  “Someone 
standing  up  for  the  funeral  procession  of  the  people  who  associate  partners 
with  Allah,”  4:45  §1921  and  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 1:626  §2048.  #Ibn  Abl 
Shavba  in  al-Musannaf \ 3:39  §11918.  #Ibn  al-Ja'd  in  al-Musnad , p.  27  §70. 
•alTabaranl  in  al-Mujam  al-Kabir , 6:90  §5606.  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra , 4:27  §6672. 
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72/4.  Hisham  b.  akim  b.  izam  reported: 

Once  he  passed  by  some  people  in  Syria  who  were  made  ro 
stand  in  the  sun,  and  olive  oil  was  poured  on  their  heads.  He  asked: 
‘Why  are  they  getting  punished?’  He  was  told  that  they  were  being 
punished  for  not  paying  the  land  tax.  akim  b.  Hizam  said  that  he 
heard  Allah’s  Messenger  & say:  ‘Indeed,  Allah  shall  torment  those 
who  torment  others  in  the  life  of  this  world.’”1 


Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Nasa’I. 
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73^5*  cUrwa  b.  al-Zubayr  reported: 

Hisham  b.  akim  found  that  the  ruler  of  Homs  made  some 
Nabateans  (a  nation  in  Iraq)  stand  in  the  sun,  for  not  paying  their 
annual  security  tax  (jizya).  He  said:  cWhat  is  this?  I heard  Allah’s 


Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitdb  al-birr  wa  al-sila  wa  al-adab  [The 
Book  of  Piety,  Filial  Duty  and  Good  Manners],  chapter:  “The  Severe  Divine 
Threat  to  the  One  Who  Punishes  People  Unjustly,”  4:2018  § 2613.  #Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 3:403,  404,  468.  •Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitdb 
al-kharaj  [The  Book  of  Land  Taxation],  chapter:  “On  Being  Harsh,”  3:106 
§3°45*  •al-Nasa’Iin  al-Sunan  al-kubrd,  5:236  §8771. 
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Messenger  .0,  say:  “Allah  Most  High  will  torment  those  who  torture 
people  in  this  world.”’”1 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-NasaT. 
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74/6.  Abu  Qatada  related: 

“A  delegation  of  King  Negus  of  Abyssinia  [ abasha ] came  to  the 
Prophet  0 and  he  served  them  (very  well).  His  Companions  said:  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah!  We  are  here  to  serve  them.’  Allah’s  Messenger  0 
replied:  These  people  paid  respect  to  my  Companions;  therefore,  I like 
that  I myself  pay  back  their  generosity.’”2 

Reported  by  al-Bayhaql,  al-SaydawI  and  cited  by  Ibn  Kathlr 
and  al-  alabl. 
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1 Narrated  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  al-birr  wa  al-sila  wa  al-adab  [The 
Book  of  Piety,  Filial  Duty  and  Good  Manners],  chapter:  “The  Severe  Divine 
Threat  for  Someone  Who  Punishes  People  Unjustly,”  4:2018  §2613.  •Ahmad  b. 
ffanbal  in  al-Musnad , 3:404  §5612.  •Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan : al-Kbaraj  wa 
al-Imara  wa  al-Fay 1 [The  Book  of  the  Land  Tax,  Imperial  Authority  and  the 
Bestowal  of  Booty],  chapter:  “Recovering  the  Capitation  Tax  Forcibly,”  3:169 
$3045.  •al-Nasa)I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubrd , 5:236  §8771. 

2 Set  forth  by  •al-Bayhaql  in  SbiSab  al-imdn , 6:518  §9125  and  in  DalaHl  al- 
Nubuwwa , 2:307.  •al-SaydawT  in  Mu  jam  al-shuyukh , 1:97.  *al-  alabl  in  al- 
Sira  al - alabiyya , 2:758.  •Ibn  Kathlr  in  al-Sira , 2:31. 
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75/7.  According  to  Jubayr  b.  Nufayr  j&: 

“A  large  amount  of  wealth  was  brought  to  ‘Umar  b.  al-Khattab 
Jt..  Abu  ‘Ubayd  said:  ‘I  believe  it  was  the  money  collected  from  tax.’ 
‘Umar  said:  ‘For  certain,  you  have  destroyed  the  people!’  They  [the  tax 
collectors]  said:  ‘No,  by  Allah!  We  have  only  taken  with  tenderness 
and  ease  what  was  surplus  to  their  needs.’  ‘Umar  inquired,  ‘Was  it 
acquired  without  recourse  to  a whip  or  coercion?’  They  replied:  ‘Yes.’ 
He  said:  ‘All  praise  is  due  to  Allah,  Who  did  not  put  that  (oppression 
and  injustice)  on  my  hands  or  during  my  rule.’”1 

Reported  by  Abu  ‘Ubayd  al-Qasim  b.  Sallam  and  cited  by  Ibn 

Qudama  in  al-Mughm. 
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In  al-Durr  al-mukhtar  it  is  stated:  “It  is  mandatory  to 
keep  him  [the  non-Muslim  citizen]  from  agony  and  torture. 
Backbiting  him  is  forbidden,  just  as  it  is  forbidden  to  backbite 
a Muslim.”1 
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1 Cited  by  »Abu  cUbayd  al-Qasim  b.  Sallam  in  Kitab  al-amwal , p.  54  §114. 
•Ibn  Qudama  in  al-Mughnl , 9:290. 

z •Al-Haskafl,  al-Durr  al-mukbtary  2:223.  *Ibn  ‘Abidin  al-Shaml,  Radd  al - 
muhtar , 3:273-274. 
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Imam  Shihab  al-Din  al-Qurafi,  the  famous  Maliki  jurist, 


wrote  in  his  book  al-Furuq  about  the  rights  of  non-Muslim 


citizens:  “The  dhimma  contract  for  non-Muslims  establishes 
certain  rights  that  they  have  upon  us  because  they  live  in 
proximity  to  us  and  are  under  our  protection  and  care  and 
the  care  of  Allah  and  His  Messenger  and  the  religion  of 
Islam.  So  whoever  transgresses  against  them — even  by  an 
evil  word  or  through  backbiting — has  lost  the  guarantee  of 
Allah,  His  Messenger  and  the  religion  of  Islam  [i.e.,  did 
not  fulfil  the  rights  and  duties  owed  to  them,  and  has  acted 
sinfully].1 


Ibn  cAbidln  al-Shami  writes  about  the  rights  of  non- 


Muslim  citizens:  “For  due  to  the  contract  of  dhimma  he  [a 
non-Muslim]  enjoys  the  same  rights  as  we  do.  Backbiting  a 
non-Muslim  is  forbidden  the  same  way  as  it  is  for  Muslims. 
Nay,  they  [the  jurists]  have  said  that  oppression  meted  out  to 
a non-Muslim  citizen  is  even  severer  [in  sin].”2' 


Al-KasanI,  in  his  book  BadayF  al-sanaY , has  regarded 

1 •Al-Qurafi,  al-Furiiq,  3:14. 

2 •Ibn  'Abidin  al-Shami,  Radd  al-mubtar,  3:173-274. 
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the  rights  of  Muslims  and  non-Muslims  as  equal:  “Non- 
Muslim  citizens  enjoy  the  same  rights  that  are  enjoyed  by 
us  (Muslims),  and  they  have  the  same  responsibilities  as  we 
do.”1 


1 •Al-Kasam,  Bada'F  al-sana'i\  7:1x1. 


